
 

 
2009 Quarterly Board Meetings 

January 22, 2009              Please Mark 
April 23, 2009                   Your Calendars 
July 23, 2009                     And Attend! 
October 22, 2009 

All Quarterly Meetings are held at Bud Beasley 
Elementary School at 6:30 p.m.  

 
Agendas will be posted in the agenda box attached 
to the Information Boards located at the top and 
bottom of Los Altos Parkway 15 days prior to the 
meetings.  Meetings are normally scheduled on the 
fourth Thursday of every third month. 

For Your Information 
The Vistas Homeowners Association Board 
Members has joined The Nevada Fire Safe 
Council, and we are asking that you help by 
also becoming a member.  This could help 
The Vistas acquire substantial monies in our 
ongoing efforts to minimize the possibility of 
devastating wildfires in our community, and 
please note, the more participation there is in 
the program by homeowners, the more benefit 
there will be to The Vistas overall.  
The annual membership fee is $20.00 for 
families and $10.00 for individual.  
The NV Fire Safe Council serves as a bridge 
between fire services, public agencies and the 
local communities they serve.  Their mission 
is to identify potential fire risks and hazards, 
develop and prioritize mitigation projects, and 
procure funding assistance.  By improving 
local residents’ understanding of preventive 
measures, they create local networks of com-
munity support and encourage homeowners to 
accept personal responsibility in protecting 
their and their communities property from the 
threat of wildfire. 
If you are interested in joining the Nevada 
Fire Safe Council, we have enclosed a mem-
bership application.  If you have any ques-
tions, our project coordinator is Rodd Rum-
mel.  He can be reached at 775-762-5611, or 
you can visit the Nevada Fire Safe Council for 
additional information. 

 website at www.nvfsc.org 
The Board of Directors would like to thank 
you in advance for your support with this ef-
fort to keep The Vistas safe from wildfire. 

 

Board of Directors 

President:                  Dave Stefan 
Secretary/Treasurer:   Mary LeMay 
Director:                   Larry Kleinworth 
Director:                   Dave Sexton 
Director:                   Jim Baldwin 

Office Staff 

Stacie Ciesynski, Office Mgr 
Info@vistashoa.com 
G’ Richmond,  CAM 

gcamvistas@sbcglobal.net 
Chris Burton, Compliance 

Complaints@vistashoa.com 
Web Site 

www.vistashoa.com 
Office Information: 

1281 Terminal Way, # 124 
Reno, NV 89502 

Tel:  (775) 786-0500 
Fax:  (775) 786-0504 

All homeowner complaints must be submitted in 
writing and can be faxed to 
 786-0504 or emailed to;  

complaints@vistashoa.com 
Office hours; 

Monday/Friday 9:00:a.m to 5:00p.m. 
 ********************************************  
 

Volunteers  
 
As winter is approaching we have some 
Seniors in The Vistas who will need help 
clearing snow from side-walks and drive-
ways.  If you have a student in your house-
hold who is interested in volunteering this 
winter please let the office know. 
Seniors, if you need help with this issue 
contact the office and hopefully we will 
have some volunteers in your neighbor-
hood to give a helping hand. 
 

775-786-0500 
 

__________________________________ 
 

Newsletter Information 
 

If you are interested in receiving the news-
letter via e-mail in the future, please send 
request to gcamvistas@sbcglobal.net and 
we will be working on getting the next 
newsletter, to those who request it, by e-
mail. 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
December 2008 

The Vistas  

VIEW 
 

Please Note 
The Vistas Homeowners Association has 
moved the office downstairs to 

 Suite # 124. 
Please mail all correspondence and pay-
ments to:  

1281 Terminal Way Suite # 124 
Reno, NV 89502 

Assessments are due January 1, 2009, if 
you use bill pay please change address 

Suite to #124.                
Thank You! 

___________________________________ 

Architectural Control Committee 
Meeting Dates for 2009 

January 8, 09  February 12, 09 
March 12, 09  April 9, 09 
May 14, 09  June 11, 09 
July 9, 09  August 13, 09 
September 10, 09 October 8, 09 
November 12, 09 December 10, 09 
Please submit your improvements for review by 

the Board before these dates. 
ACC meetings are generally held the second 

Thursday of every month. 
_______________________________________ 

2009 Annual  
Budget/Reserve 

Enclosed, per NRS 116.31151, please review 
your copy of the 2009 Annual operating and 
Reserve Annual Budgets for The Vistas Home-
owners Association. 
Note: there will be no increase in the semi an-
nual assessment of  $138.00 for 2009.  No spe-
cial assessments are anticipated to be levied for 
2009.  The operating budget contains estimates 
for day-to-day operations of the association plus 
the amount to be transferred to the reserves. 
 $26,191.00 in 2009 will be transferred from the 
operating fund to the Reserve fund, which is in 
accordance with the Reserve study. 

 

 



FYI 
RTC Remove-Replace Project. 

Questions in conjunction with the slurry from 
Canyon Run to Goodwin Rd.  RTC will be 
removing and replacing the asphalt next year. 

Pot Holes Hotline 
353-2271 

 
Warning 

Are you planning to re-landscape? 
“Call Before You Dig” 

Hot Line (800) 227-2600 
Call two working days before you excavate 
and someone will come to your property and 
locate all buried utilities for you (electric, gas, 
water, cable, etc.)  This service is free. 
Some of these under-ground electric cables 
can be located in your front or back yard and 
may be buried just two feet below the surface. 

 
What is a Reserve Study? 

All Associations are required by NRS 116 to  
establish adequate reserves. 

 
 

Reserve projects are typically the largest expenses that an 
association faces, and proper financial preparation takes 
many years. 
A Reserve study is a budget planning tool that considers the 
current status of the replacement funds and determines a 
stable and equitable funding plan to offset the anticipated 
future major common area expenditures.  The reserves may 
be used only for repairing, replacing and restoring major 
components of the common elements and must not be used 
for daily maintenance. 
Money in the association’s reserve account may not be with-
drawn without the signatures of a least two board members, 
or at least one board member and one officer of the associa-
tion. 
A summary of the reserve study must be submitted to the 
Real Estate Division not later than 45 days after the board 
adopts the results of the study.  The study is done on an an-
nual basis. 
As of April 2008 the Vistas Homeowners Association main-
tains $110,670.67. in the Reserve account. 
A few of the major components in reserve for the Vistas are 
Bark replacement, Street light replacement, storm ditch resto-
ration and walk way replacement on the Los Altos walkway. 
 
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

 
 10 Ways to Destroy Your Association 

 
(In other words, how to quickly hurt all 

of your property values.) 
By Sara Barry, CAM, CMCA, PCAM 

 
1. Stay away from meetings.  Show up 

only if you have a problem or com-
plaint. 

2. Decline office or appointment to any 
committee, then, get angry if you’re not 
nominated. 

3. Insist on describing the Association in 
negative terms.  Never prepare an 
agenda, never plan the details of an 
event, never coordinate with affiliates. 

4. Don’t do any Association work if you 
can avoid it.  Then, when the old reli-
able individuals pitch in and get the job 
done, accuse them of being a clique. 

5. If you do come to a meeting, don’t 
speak until the meeting is finished,  
then criticize and say how things should 
have been handled. 

6. Oppose all new programs as being a 
waste of membership’s money. 

7. When nothing new happens, complain 
that the officers lack imagination. 

8. Read your bulletins infrequently or 
throw them out when you get them.  
Then, complain that you don’t know 
what is going on. 

9. Never introduce yourself to new mem-
bers or visitors—Try to make them 
come to you. 

10. Never help out a neighbor when you 
know that they may have issues that 
they can’t address (trash cans, holiday 
lights, ect.) when you can bring them to 
the Association’s attention instead. 

 

Questions/Answers 
Can we change our Governing Documents (CC&R’s) ? 

 
Yes, it would involve attorney fees and require a 2/3 vote of 
all property owners.  This means approximately 970 home-
owners would have to vote for any changes. 
 

What are The Boards Duties? 
 
1. Comply with all federal, state and local laws and governing 

documents of the Association;  and have knowledge of all 
documents including NRS 116.; 

2. Uniformly enforce the provisions of the governing documents; 
3. Ensure that meetings of the board are held with such frequency 

as to properly and efficiently address the affairs of the associa-
tion; 

4. Keep informed of new developments in the management of a 
common-interest community through educational courses; 

5. Ensure that the board obtains, when practicable, at least three 
bids from reputable service providers who possess the proper 
licensing for any service used by the association; 

6. Ensure that the board consults with the appropriate professional 
as necessary before making major decisions affecting the asso-
ciation; 

7. Deposit all money of an association in a federally insured finan-
cial institution authorized to do business in the state of Nevada 

 
Please note;  
 
The Vistas Homeowners Association Volunteer Board 
of Directors, holds two meeting each month, Architec-
tural and Executive taking approximately 4-6 hours for 
each meeting and Quarterly Meetings in January, April, 
July and October.  Board members dedicate approxi-
mately 15 to 20 hours a month to various issues affect-
ing the Association. 

Assessment Late Fees 
 
With the current economy causing 
many hardships for homeowners in our 
community, we see an increase in semi-
annual assessments arriving late.  A 
possible solution would be to prepay in 
advance monthly payments of $23.00. 
 
The Vistas office staff will be strictly 
enforcing the collection policy.  If you 
need to submit a request for a payment 
plan, if you need more information con-
tact the office.  775-786-0500 
 

 
For your information 
All streets and sidewalks  

in The Vistas Association are the  
 property of  

The City of Sparks.   
If you have a complaint or issue with 

streets/sidewalks, such as over 
grown shrubs or trees, please contact 

City of Sparks Information Line; 
775-353-2350 

Recreational Vehicles Defined 
City Of Sparks 

(Ord.1519 & 2, 1985) 
 

“Recreational vehicle” means a ve-
hicular type unit primary designed as 
temporary living quarters for travel, 
recreational, or camping use which 
may be driven or towed on a high-
way, and which may be self-
propelled, mounted upon, or drawn 
by a motor vehicle.  Recreational 
vehicle includes any travel trailer, 
camping trailer, motor home, pickup 
coach, or slide-in camper. 
 

Section 7.16.010 Definitions 
C. #8-(D) “Nuisances in General” 

The City of Sparks defines nuisances 
as 

Any act or condition which, by rea-
son of its nature, character and/or 
location, interferes with the reason-
able use and enjoyment of adjacent 
properties; or which has a detrimen-
tal effect upon adjacent property 
values.  Nuisances in general shall 
include, but not limited to, the fol-
lowing: 
 
D. Motor vehicles parked within the 
front yard area on an unpaved sur-
face; 


