The Vistas
Homeowners
Association

Safety Awareness Week
AUGUST 27 — SEPTEMBER 2
The Vistas HOA has partnered with the Washoe County School District’s Safe
Route to Schools Program and Bud Beasley Elementary School to adopt a Safety Awareness Week, August 27-September 2, 2017. Friday, September 1 will be
a Vistas Walk and Bike to School Day. The goal of the Safety Awareness Week
is to remind drivers to look out for pedestrians and obey all traffic laws while
traveling in our community and for pedestrians to pay attention to traffic. We
are encouraging everyone to watch their speed and stop at all stop signs and red
lights. Pedestrians should cross at visible intersections and crosswalks, watch
for traffic when stepping off sidewalks, and make eye contact with drivers. This
special newsletter edition contains helpful traffic and pedestrian safety articles
and tips written and provided by our HOA community members, the Sparks
Police Department, and the Safe Route to Schools Program.
The Safe Route to Schools Coordinator, Officer MJ Cloud, will be presenting an
assembly to the students at Bud Beasley Elementary School during the Safety
Awareness Week and the HOA will provide activities for the students including
a coloring contest and a book mark design contest to promote pedestrian and
bike safety.
This past June the Bud Beasley 4th and 5th grade students participated in a
Twitter hashtag contest to help the HOA with a slogan for the campaign. We
had consulted Officer Cloud for solutions to improve the pedestrian safety in
our community and she explained that the social networking service, Twitter, is
popular among school aged children and suggested selecting a hashtag slogan
to encourage safety when travelling to and from school. A group of HOA Board
members selected the winning slogan, #beonthelookoutbluebelliesabout,
written by Beasley student Dalton Bellows. Dalton received a Wild Island Gift
Card. In case you are not aware, Bud Beasley’s school mascot is the Blue Belly
Lizard.

DID YOU KNOW BETWEEN 2011
AND 2015 ON NEVADA ROADWAYS…..
335 pedestrians lost their lives and
688 were seriously injured.
369 people lost their lives and 708
were seriously injured in impaired
driving crashes.
371 unbelted vehicle occupants lost
their lives and 942 were seriously
injured.
517 people lost their lives and a staggering 1,657 were seriously injured in
lane departure crashes.

The HOA is organizing a group of community volunteers to assist pedestrians
in the crosswalks on Friday, September 1 from 8:30 am-9:10 and 3:00-3:45pm.
If you are interested in volunteering during these times please call the HOA
office at 775-786-0500 or email us at info@vistashoa.com.

238 motorcyclists lost their lives and
968 were seriously injured.

Mark your calendars for the week of August 27 and please drive and walk carefully while travelling our roadways and city streets! We would like to extend our
gratitude to the Safe Route to Schools Coordinator, Bud Beasley Elementary
School Principal and teachers, City of Sparks Police Department, media venues,
volunteers and our HOA community for all the assistance and support of this
important Safety Awareness campaign.

Male drivers aged 26 to 35 years old,
are involved in most impaired driving
fatalities and serious injuries, followed by male drivers 21 to 25 years
old.

Males of almost any age have a higher
likelihood to be a pedestrian fatality
or be seriously injury.

Male drivers aged 26 to 35 years old,
are involved in the most unbelted
fatalities and lane departure fatalities
and serious injuries.
Source: Nevada DOT / zerofatalitiesnv.com

EvEr wondEr….
….what's happening in the homes that surround us.... what our neighbors are fixing for dinner? I need fresh ideas for meals! Is anyone else losing their keys on a regular basis?
Does everyone hear those coyotes at 3 a.m.?
Let's take a peek in on 4 homes in The Vistas.
6:30 a.m.: Everyone is waking up.
*Home One has Anna-a single mom with a 2 year old baby, trying to hold down her job
while holding onto her baby as often as possible during the day. Anna hates leaving Cory
and Cory lets her mom know she hates being left at the sitters. Most mornings consist of
playing peak-a-boo while Anna tries to dress for the office with Cory and Anna alternating
over who is spilling tears at the thought of saying good-bye.
*Home Two has Roy-a retiree who has a set routine in the morning and sticks to it no matter
what. He is particular about his house, car and yard. His wife, Phyllis, is out of town visiting
her sister so Roy is a bit unsettled by the change of routine this morning. It means he has to
fix his own breakfast.
*Home Three has Cyndi-a wife and mother of 3 boys that keep her on her toes. She
is actively involved in their school and sport teams. Her oldest is now 15 and has just gotten
his Driver's Permit. She's dreaded this day for a long time.
*Home Four has Pat- a handyman that works later in the day, at his leisure. He's earned that
right after 35 years working for someone else and really enjoys his flexibility with work
hours now. His quality work is well known and a lot of his neighbors have used him for
home projects. He finally gets to start his morning walks again, now that his knee has healed
from the latest surgery. Pat is a cheerful fellow and often whistles while he works.
Let's see how the morning continues....
7:35 a.m.: Morning is going by fast.

I REPRESENT WHAT IS LEFT
OF A VANISHING RACE, AND
THAT IS THE PEDESTRIAN….
THAT I AM STILL ABLE TO BE
HERE, I OWE TO A KEEN EYE
AND A NIMBLE PAIR OF
LEGS. BUT I KNOW THEY’LL
GET ME SOMEDAY.
~WILL ROGERS

*Anna's baby just spit up on her new blouse; the very one she bought for the annual meeting
this morning. She is distraught and feeling a bit overwhelmed. She asks herself why she ever
agreed to these early hours. Cory is belting out a whole new vocalization now that mom
appears upset and besides, her tummy hurts.
*Roy can't find any eggs which is not a good start for his routine. He may have to break his
own rule about not leaving the house before 9 a.m. and go to the store. Now he can't find his
glasses.
*Cyndi's oldest, Alex, is begging to drive everyone to their schools. He's full of excitement
and thinks driving is going to be fun. His two brothers are a bit scared to have him driving
them but they wait to see what mom will say.
*Pat is heading out the door with his brand new Brooks walking shoes on. It's going to be a
fine day.
7:55 a.m.: It's getting late.
*Anna is convinced Cory is coming down with something and at the same moment realizes
she is going to be late for her meeting. That is not going to go over well as it'll be the third
time she's late this month. She starts running around looking for her keys. The baby had
been playing with them. Where are they?
*Roy, in the meantime, has decided he will take the chance and drive to the store without his
glasses. It's only a few miles and he tells himself-he's not that blind!
*Cyndi denies her son's request to practice driving. It's too soon and with everyone in the car
it feels unsafe. Besides they are running late this morning. School starts soon.
*Pat is whistling a soft tune as he completes his first half mile.

LEAVE SOONER,
DRIVE SLOWER,
LIVE LONGER
~AUTHOR UNKNOWN
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8:00 a.m.: Let's get out the door!
Cyndi heads out the door with the boys in tow. She decides this is a good time to go over
some important safety tips with Alex as they drive. Cyndi looks in her rear view and side
view mirrors as she backs out of the driveway and states "Alex, it's a big responsibility when
you're driving. You need to know all the rules of the road and be a courteous driver.
You need to look out for the other drivers possibly coming into your lane without warning or
making sudden stops. Also, you need to keep a sharp eye out for pedestrians -especially
“blue bellies” on their way to "Bud Beasley". There are several crosswalks we pass and you
need to look ahead to see if you need to stop. Look back and forth both ways for students
and other pedestrians. You know, not everyone uses the crosswalks either so you have to
keep on the lookout for students especially at this time of morning because if, say, they overslept, they might run across the street to try and not be late for school. Later in the afternoon,
when school has just gotten out, the sun can hit your eyes and make it very hard to see pedestrians so slow down at that time of day. Be careful. Always.”
Continued on page 3 - Ever wonder ….

PEDESTRIAN TIPS:
Eye Contact—make sure the
driver of the car sees you.
Pay attention—distracted
walking is dangerous. Put
your cell phone away! When
using earbuds keep the volume at a level where you can
still hear what is happening
around you.
Look left, right and left
again—make sure you keep
looking as you cross.

EVER WONDER ….. CONTINUED
Alex watches from the front seat as his mom comes to a complete stop at the first stop sign. She
turns her head to the left, to the right and to the left again. He notices that even though they are
running a little behind in time his mom is not speeding and appears especially cautious since it’s
the first week of school. Cyndi explains that some students might be walking for the very first time
alone. It does seem like “blue bellies” are everywhere. Alex's little brothers see several of their
team mates walking towards Bud Beasley. Privately he begins thinking she may be too overly
cautious. He starts daydreaming as the car glides down Los Altos. When he gets his license he’ll be
practically flying to school. Could probably shave off a full 10 minutes from mom’s time. He loves
his mom but she really seems ‘old school'.
Just as Cyndi stops at the Canyon Run crosswalk she and her boys observe Pat lifting his arm to
make sure they see him. Right beside Pat are 3 little “blue bellies” all in a line waiting to cross.
Cyndi gives eye contact to Pat and motions for him to cross over. Pat couldn’t be happier helping
his neighbors girls get across safely. Halfway across Roy comes speeding by, barely missing the
youngest of the group, Bella. He didn’t even slow down. Cyndi and Pat are flabbergasted at how
dangerously close Roy came to hitting one of the girls. Pat gets everyone over to the safety of the
grass and tries to comfort the girls. He tells them that not everyone is paying attention when they
drive but they absolutely should. He knows that his neighbors and all the children depend on it so
he encourages them to keep safety in mind and watch out for each other as they come and go to
school. Pat reminds them to “always choose a safe route to school and always look both ways before you cross the street. If there are cars that you think have stopped for you be sure to make eye
contact with them so they know that you are waiting to step off the curb.”
The girls feel better and continue on their way. Pat takes a deep breath as he glances back at Cyndi
who had waited to be sure the girls were okay.
Cyndi sighs a relief, waves good-bye to Pat and goes on her way traveling down Los Altos towards
Vista Blvd. She comes to the crosswalk at Santa Barbara where there are numerous students, of all
ages, ready to cross. Cyndi and Anna arrive at the same moment and Cyndi motions to Anna to go
ahead first since Anna is on the right and has first right-of-way. Anna hardly notices Cyndi’s motion as she is distracted and amused by her baby as she is playing with her Fisher-Price steering
wheel. Cory is starting to imitate mom as she drives. Without checking again for safety and annoyed at the delay Anna makes a quick turn onto Los Altos and hits the gas trying to make up for
lost time. Fortunately Anna’s neighbor Shelley pulls her 3rd grader, Raymond, back onto the curb
because Anna almost hits him. Anna never notices and just keeps driving trying to catch the green
light at Vista.

Obey signs and signals—
only cross when you have the
pedestrian crossing light.
Crosswalks—cross only at
intersections and marked
crosswalks. Diagonal crossing
is illegal and dangerous.
Be noticed—wear bright
clothing or reflective materials
at night.
Children under 10—should
not be allowed to cross the
street by themselves.
Corners—keep a safe distance when standing on corners.
“No Zones” - Be aware of
blind spots when walking near
or around cars, trucks and
buses.
STEADY HAND— means do
not enter the intersection.
FLASHING HAND—means do not
enter but those in the crosswalk
may finish.
WALKING PERSON—means you
can enter the crosswalk if it is safe.

Cyndi and her boys watch all of this play out in stone silence….until Alex
says….”Mom, I think I’ve learned a lot about driving and pedestrian safety
this morning. I need to watch out for my friends and neighbors when I drive.
People don’t always drive safely. I don’t want to be that kind of driver.”
That was the moment Cyndi knew Alex would make a good driver. He was
paying attention.
Written by Sheryl Shay
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DISTRACTED DRIVING
We all know not to text and
to passengers, adjusting
drive, yet many of us still
music players and of
do. This could be a fatal
course, texting while drivmistake. According to the
ing.
Nevada Department of
In Nevada, it is a crime to
Transportation there are
physically handle a cell
more than 3,500 distracphone or other electronic
tions related crashed in Nedevice while driving. This
vada each year. National
law went into effect January
Highway Traffic Safety Ad1, 2012. Fines can be up to
ministration reports in
$250 and a six-month sus2013 that approximately 10
pension for subsequent ofpercent of all fatal crashes
fenses can occur. Penalties
involved some form of distracted driving. The actual
number could
Caption describing picture or graphic
even be higher
since it is difficult to determine if distracted driving was a factor.
may increase if the offense
Distracted driving includes
occurs in a work zone.
eating or drinking, watching a video, reading, using a
navigation system, talking

zerofatalitiesnv.com

According to the Department of Motor
Vehicles, the following are signs that a
driver may be driving while impaired:

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Turning too widely.
Straddling the center line, or
swerving between lanes.
Near collisions with people or objects.
Weaving or drifting from lane to lane.
Driving off-road, or ignoring turn
lanes and continuing straight.
Driving too fast or too slowly.
Stopping in the road for no reason.
Tailgating.
Erratic, uneven braking.
Driving into oncoming traffic.
Slow response to traffic lights or
signs.
Sudden speed changes.
Driving at night without headlights.

OPTIONS TO LIMIT DISTRACTIONS
The Nevada Department of Transportation website
(nevadadot.com) listed several options to help drivers limit the
number of distractions while driving. The site suggested:


Put your cell phone in the glove box or somewhere you will
not be tempted to touch it or look at it while driving.



Make all your calls before or after driving. Pull over to a
safe area before making or receiving a call or text. Parking
directly off the road is not safe due to the proximity to moving traffic.



Install an application that blocks phone calls and texting
while driving.



Do not call someone you know is driving.



Get the assistance of passengers to help you with directions
or other activities as necessary.

BIKE SAFETY
Whether it’s a leisurely bike ride through the community, training for the next bike race, biking to
school, or exercising to lose those unwanted pounds, having the right equipment and riding responsibly is important. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administrator website (nhtsa.gov) reported
that Bicyclists accounted for 2 percent of all traffic deaths and 2 percent of all crash-related injuries
in 2014. Many accidents can be prevented by motorists and cyclists following the rules and paying
attention to what is happening around them.
As a responsible rider, you should always wear a helmet. Make sure all helmets meet the standards
set by the Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC). In addition, they should fit correctly and
be worn properly. Make sure your helmet is worn
level and covers your forehead. The straps should
always be fastened. For a list of helmet sizes according to the manufacturer, go to the Bicycle Helmet Safety Institute website at www.bhsi.org

NEVADA BIKE AND VEHICLE
SAFETY INFORMATION
NRS 484B.270 states: “When overtaking or passing a bicycle or electric bicycle proceeding in the
same direction, the driver of a motor vehicle shall exercise due care and:
(a) If there is more than one lane for traffic proceeding in the same direction, move the vehicle to
the lane to the immediate left, if the lane is available and moving into the lane is reasonably safe;
or
(b) If there is only one lane for traffic proceeding in the same direction, pass to the left of the bicycle
or electric bicycle at a safe distance, which must be not less than 3 feet between any portion of
the vehicle and the bicycle or electric bicycle, and shall not move again to the right side of the
highway until the vehicle is safely clear of the overtaken bicycle or electric bicycle.
If the passing options above are not available you must wait until a safe opportunity presents itself
and can pass under the requirements of the statue.
The bicyclist has the responsibility to move off the roadway when it is safe to do so when 5 or more
vehicles are lined up behind them. (NRS484B.270)
Motor vehicles are not allowed to operate in bike lanes except under special circumstances outlined
in NRS 484B.270.
Nevada law requires cyclists to have a white headlight, red rear reflector and reflectors on each side
when riding at night. A rear taillight does not eliminate the need for a rear red reflector under the
law.
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